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What Matters in a Term Sheet? 
 

A term sheet is a crucial document in the process of negotiating and structuring an investment in a 

startup or other business. It outlines the key terms and conditions of the investment, serving as a 

preliminary agreement before the final legal agreements are drafted. What matters in a term sheet can 

vary depending on the specific investment and parties involved, but here are some of the key elements 

typically found in a term sheet: 

 

Valuation and Investment Amount: The valuation of the company and the total investment amount 

are essential terms. They determine the equity stake the investor will receive in exchange for their 

investment. 

 

Ownership and Equity: The term sheet should specify the percentage of equity or ownership that the 

investor will receive in the company. 

 

Investment Structure: The document should outline whether the investment is in the form of equity 

(common or preferred stock), convertible debt, a SAFE (Simple Agreement for Future Equity), or another 

financial instrument. 

 

Pre-Money and Post-Money Valuation: The pre-money valuation is the estimated value of the 

company before the investment, while the post-money valuation is the company's estimated value after 

the investment. 

 

Use of Funds: The term sheet should clarify how the investment funds will be used, such as for product 

development, marketing, hiring, or other specific purposes. 

 

Liquidation Preferences: This provision outlines the order in which investors and founders are paid out 

in the event of an exit, such as an acquisition or IPO. 

 

Anti-Dilution Provisions: These provisions protect the investor from dilution of their equity in 

subsequent financing rounds. 

 

Conversion Rights: For convertible instruments, the term sheet should detail the conversion rights, 

including the conversion price and any adjustment mechanisms. 
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Board Seats and Governance: The document may specify the number of board seats the investor will 

have and any rights or voting preferences they hold. 

 

Protective Provisions: These clauses outline the rights and actions the investor can take in specific 

situations, such as changes to the company's charter, financing rounds, or acquisition proposals. 

 

Information Rights: The investor's right to receive information about the company's financial 

performance, operations, and major decisions should be stated in the term sheet. 

 

Founder Vesting: The document may address founder vesting, which requires founders to earn their 

equity over a period to align their interests with the long-term success of the company. 

 

Exit Strategy: The term sheet can include terms related to exit strategies, such as rights of first refusal 

or drag-along rights. 

 

Dividends: The terms for the payment of dividends, if any, to shareholders can be outlined in the term 

sheet. 

 

Restrictions on Transfer: This section can specify any restrictions on transferring or selling shares, 

including rights of first refusal. 

 

Conditions Precedent: The term sheet may outline any conditions that must be met before the 

investment is finalized, such as regulatory approvals, due diligence, or the negotiation of final legal 

documents. 

 

Confidentiality and Non-Disclosure: Provisions related to confidentiality and non-disclosure are 

usually included to protect sensitive information. 

 

Governing Law and Jurisdiction: The term sheet may specify the governing law and jurisdiction that 

will apply to any disputes. 
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Termination: The conditions under which the term sheet can be terminated by either party should be 

addressed. 

 

Key Dates: The document may include key dates, such as the deadline for finalizing the legal 

agreements or the expected closing date of the investment. 

 

Summary 
It's important to note that a term sheet is typically non-binding, except for specific provisions that may 

be binding, such as confidentiality or exclusivity clauses. The final, legally binding agreements are 

typically prepared by legal counsel based on the terms outlined in the term sheet. Both investors and 

founders should carefully review and negotiate the terms in a term sheet to ensure they align with their 

objectives and expectations before moving on to final agreements. 
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Case Study: Navigating Term Sheet Essentials for PayInnovate - 

An AI Fintech Startup 
 

Background: 
PayInnovate, a pioneering AI Fintech startup, found itself at a crucial juncture in its journey. As it 

engaged in discussions with potential investors for a Series A funding round, the company faced the 

intricate process of negotiating and finalizing a term sheet. 

 

Investor Interest (Series A): 
Several venture capital firms expressed keen interest in investing in PayInnovate's vision. Among them, 

GrowthVentures, a prominent VC known for its strategic approach to Fintech, emerged as a frontrunner. 

Negotiations commenced, leading to the drafting of a term sheet. 

 

Key Term Sheet Elements: 
 

Valuation and Investment Amount: 
GrowthVentures proposed a valuation of $20 million for PayInnovate, agreeing to invest $10 million in 

the Series A round. Negotiations centered on achieving a fair valuation that aligned with the startup's 

growth potential. 

 

Ownership Percentage: 
PayInnovate's founders were keen on maintaining a significant ownership stake to retain control and 

align incentives. A delicate negotiation resulted in an agreement where GrowthVentures acquired a 25% 

ownership stake. 

 

Liquidation Preferences: 
The term sheet detailed liquidation preferences, ensuring that in the event of a sale or liquidation, 

GrowthVentures would have the right to receive its investment amount before other stakeholders. 

Negotiations refined the terms to balance investor protection and founder interests. 

 

Board Representation: 
PayInnovate's founders sought to maintain influence over strategic decisions. The term sheet outlined 

board representation, with GrowthVentures securing one seat on the board. Clear communication and 

alignment on strategic direction were crucial in this negotiation. 
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Anti-Dilution Provisions: 
To protect against future dilution, the term sheet included anti-dilution provisions. The negotiation 

process involved determining the appropriate formula and mechanism, striking a balance between 

investor protection and flexibility for future fundraising. 

 

Vesting Periods and Founder Equity: 
Aligning incentives, the term sheet specified vesting periods for founder equity, ensuring ongoing 

commitment. Negotiations focused on striking a fair balance, recognizing the contributions of the 

founding team. 

 

Conclusion: 
Navigating the intricacies of the term sheet negotiation, PayInnovate and GrowthVentures reached a 

mutually beneficial agreement. The process highlighted the importance of clear communication, 

alignment of interests, and a strategic approach to key elements. Both parties recognized that a well-

structured term sheet not only facilitates the current round but sets the foundation for future growth 

and collaboration. 

 

Lessons Learned: 
 

Alignment of Interests: Ensuring alignment between founders and investors on key terms is crucial for 

a harmonious partnership. 

 

Strategic Flexibility: Balancing investor protection with the flexibility needed for future rounds requires 

a strategic approach. 

 

Open Communication: Transparent and open communication during negotiations builds trust and 

fosters a positive long-term relationship. 

 

Legal Expertise: Involving legal experts early in the negotiation process helps navigate complex terms 

and ensures legal compliance. 

 

As PayInnovate successfully closed its Series A round, the thoughtful negotiation and structuring of the 

term sheet laid the groundwork for a collaborative and prosperous partnership between the startup and 

GrowthVentures.  



2023 AI-ConnectX Confidential 
 

 


